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No Work Student

The Student Behavior

Justin is a 9 year old fourth grader who feels like school is a waste of time.  He does not do any of his work.  He informed the teacher that the work that is assigned is pointless and there are many other things he could be doing other than being at school and doing homework.  Justin also makes his feelings known to his classmates by informing the teacher loud enough that he is not going to do his work and that he did not do his homework.

The Purpose of the Behavior

There could be many reasons for his behavior.  One reason for his behavior is it might be an attention seeking action.  Within the first few years of a divorce or separation children seem to have more problems in school or just do not go (Woolfolk, 2007).  He comes from a single parent home where the mother works three jobs and he has one older and one younger sibling.  From what I have observed him with his family he seems to get lost in the shuffle of things at home.  Another reason for the student possibly not doing his homework is that he could have a learning disability.  Justin might not be able to understand or comprehend the work that he is expected to do.  For him it might be easier not to do the work than for anyone else to see that he is struggling or just does not know what to do. Another possibility for his behavior might be lacking motivation when it comes to his school work.  He might not have the drive, desire or see the need to do his homework.  The student might not be stimulated by the work he is given to do (Huitt, 2001).  He is just not interested in anything at school.  He seems as if he has no desire to try to succeed in his education or put forth the effort.

Two Teacher’s Perspectives
I asked two classroom teachers what they did when they had a student that does not complete their work or homework.  Their responses were:


-“At our school we have recess detention and if their homework is not completed 

                or their work is not completed I send them to the detention where I expect them 

                to finish it.  If the problem continues I will send a letter home to the guardians

                and request to meet with them.”

                                            -James Mendoza, Lawndale Unified School District, 15 year 

                                              teacher.


-“I have an economy system in my classroom where they receive tickets for doing

                their work and they can spend them to receive passes for my class.  If it is still a 

                problem then they go to study hall on Friday afternoon to complete their work 

                while the rest of their grade gets free activity choice.

                                               -Medalie Ramiley, Torrance Unified School District, 10 

                                                 year teacher.

Strategies to Modify the Behavior

Listed below are some strategies or things to take into consideration when your students do not do their work.

· Make sure it is an appropriate level of work ~ Do not make the work too hard for the students to complete and do not make it to easy for them so it does not become busy work.
· Make sure that it is relevant to their class work ~ Homework is supposed to reinforce and provide them with practice for lessons that they are leaning in class.
· Make sure that you are clear about what you expect of them ~ Go over the directions with them.  Give them a chance to glance over it to make sure that they have no questions and that they know what to do.  If you have to give them step by step instructions.
· Inform them of the importance of homework ~ Let them know that the homework they do helps them get a greater understanding of the work that they are doing in class.  
· Make sure everyone does their homework ~ Inform your students that everyone is expected to do their homework and that it is part of their grade on that particular subject.
· Make sure you collect the homework ~ By colleting homework and returning it your students know that it matters.  You so do not have to grade the work write on the top of the paper “not graded but viewed and you got credit and if they have any questions see me.”
· Review with your students ~ Before you move one with a new lesson review the homework.  Ask if anyone had any problems or difficulty with a particular problem.  If there were any problems than work them out as a group or in partners and see what they come up with.
Online Resources   

~ At this website the question was posed about students not doing their
 and what to do about it.  Other teachers have submitted their stories

 and answers.
             http://forums.atozteacherstuff.com/showthread.php?t=50421
          ~ At this website it discusses some strategies that are useful to get students to do 

             their homework.

             http://academic.pgcc.edu/~wpeirce/MCCCTR/readin~1.html
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